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Presidential Number:
 1st

Years of Presidency:
 1789-1797


State Represented:
 Virginia


Party Affiliation: 
Federalist



Personal
· Birthday: February 22, 1732

· How old would he be this year? 271

· School(s) attended: Did not attend college, but studied at home

· Wife: Martha Washington 

· Occupation(s) before he was President: Planter, farmer, soldier

· Other way(s) he served: Represented Virginia in the Continental Congress

· Height: 6 feet, 2 inches

· Favorite Foods: Ice cream, fish

· Hobbies or Sports: Fishing, riding

· Pets: Horse named Nelson


Overview

On April 30, 1789, George Washington, standing on the balcony of Federal Hall on Wall Street in New York, took his oath of office as the first President of the United States. “As the first of everything, in our situation will serve to establish a Precedent,” He wrote James Madison,” it is devoutly wished on my part, that these precedents may be fixed on true principles.”

From 1759 to the outbreak of the American Revolution, Washington managed his lands around Mount Vernon and served in the Virginia House of Burgesses. Married to a widow, Martha Dandridge Curtis, he devoted himself to a busy and happy life. But like his fellow planters. Washington felt himself exploited by British merchants and hampered by British regulations. As the quarrel with the mother country grew acute, he moderately but firmly voiced his resistance to the restrictions. 


Questions

1. Where did Washington take his oath of office?

2. Washington was a member of which political party?
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