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Overview


Full Name  
Franklin Delano Roosevelt


Born   
January 30, 1882


Birthplace  
Hyde Park, New York


Died  
April 12, 1945


Franklin Delano Roosevelt was found to have been related, by blood or through marriage, to eleven former presidents. The policies and persona of Franklin Roosevelt set the cast of the “modern” presidency. He was unquestionably the most vital figure in the nation, and perhaps the world, during his 13 years in the white House. Engendering both admiration and scorn, FDR exerted unflinching leadership during the most tumultuous period in the nation’s history since the Civil War.



The Era

· Frances Perkins becomes the first woman cabinet member (1933)

· Mao Tse-Tung leads communists on a “Long March” across China (1934)

· Josef Stalin launches a Great Purge in the Soviet Union (1934)

· The Boulder (Hoover) Dam is completed (1935)

· Spanish Civil War begins (1936)

· Joe Louis becomes the world boxing champion (1937)

· Orson Welles broadcasts The War of the Worlds (1938)

· Steinbeck writes The Grapes of Wrath (1939)

· Japanese Americans are sent to internment camps (1942)

· World War II rages (1939 - 1945)


Early Career
In early September 1912, with an election just two months off, the nascent political career of New York Democratic State Senator Franklin Delano Roosevelt teetered on the verge of disaster. Elected to his first term the year before, Roosevelt endeared himself to reformers by daring to oppose the Tammany Democratic political machine. Now, with Tammany aligned against him, Roosevelt was struggling against a bout of typhoid. Defeat seemed certain, until an Albany newspaperman named Louis Howe stepped forward.


Research Questions
1. What was different about FDR’s term in office compared to all other presidents?

2. How did FDR’s personal health affect his presidency?
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